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STOP – spreading the diseases
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Why?

DISEASE

Infection pressure
Immunity
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Why is disease a problem?

• Mortality – dead pigs

• Increased feed consumption

• Lower production results in general
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Most common ways of spreading infections

• Nose to nose

• Saliva, feces, urin

• Needles

• Tools in stable

• Handling

• Air
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What is the ”10 Golden Rules”

• Elaborated by MCREBEL, Monte McCaw 1997.

• M Management

• C Changes to

• R Reduce

• E Exposure to

• B Bacteria/Virus to 

• E Eliminate

• L Losses
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Available handouts
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When?

• Generally good management rules for normal 

production

• Very important in situations without balance:

– PRRS outbreak

– Influenza control

– High mortality in farrowingstable due to infections

Most important as a tool to regain balance
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Rule # 1

”When crossfostering, move only the surplus and 

minimize moving of piglets.”

Every pig is a potential carrier of disease:
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Rule # 2

• ”No cross-fostering later than 48 hours”

If virus is circulating in farrowingstable or if pigs are 

born with virus they will start to shed virus the first days 

of life

48 hours
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Rule # 3

”Movement of piglets between litters in 

farrowinghouse must be minimized”
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Rule # 4

”Change needles between litters”

For PRRS it only takes 10 virus particles 10 virus particles 10 virus particles 10 virus particles on a 

needle to start an infection
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Clean tools
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Rule # 5

”Do not move sick piglets – kill them”
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Rule # 6 

”Wean all piglets at the same time. No weaned 

pigs in the farrowing stable”

When the piglet does not drink milk it will start to shed 

virus

If it sheds virus in farrowing stable it will infect sows and 

other piglets
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Rule # 7, # 8 and # 9

”Strict batch production - All in / All out”

”No contact between age groups”

VIRUS
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Rule # 10

”Introduce incoming gilts via quarantine”

Quarantine important:

1.To stop new infections to the herd

2.To prevent gilts from getting sick
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Take Home!

• MCREBEL or ”10 Golden Rules” is a tool

• Can be modified and customized to specific 

herds and situations

• Main focus:

REDUCE INFECTION PRESSURE

Thank you – Questions?


